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Seneca Vocational School Moves to New Quarters 


The day and evening enrolment exceeds 1200, 


Buffalo’s newest vocational school building, 
the Seneca, which was opened in September 
1926, has particularly as a 
secondary school 
to replace the old school of that name which 
has been in use since 1909. The building was 
erected at a cost of half a million dollars and 
the seven acres of land on which it stands is 
valued at $175,000. The school contains some 
$250,000 of equipment for classroom use. One 
feature of the building is an auditorium seating 
1000, with a completely equipped stage and a 
projecting machine. A school cafeteria seats 
400 and a private dining room for instructors 
seats 40. 

Courses are offered in electrical trades, 
machine shop practice, tool and die making, 
steam electric generation and commercial pho- 
tography. 


designed 
for vocational work, and is 


been 


evening 
held on 


attending the 
also 


more than 700 
Part-time classes are 


with 
school. 
Saturday morning. 

A novel feature in connection with the school 
is a broadcasting station, WSVS, from which 
on Wednesday and Friday evenings during the 
school year school programs are broadcast. 
The building is so wired that broadcasting may 
be done from the principal's office, cafeteria 
and auditorium and loud speakers may be at- 
tached to plugs in telephone sets in every room 
of the school. 

Free lectures on 
trated by motion pictures, are 
Monday evening during the school year by men 
who are nationally famous in the field of elec- 
tricity. These lectures have been widely pat- 
ronized by the people of Buffalo. 


subjects, illus- 
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Program Announced 
for Regional Conferences 


The program for the regional conferences 
of district superintendents to be held late this 
month and early in February in five centers 
has been announced by Ray P. Snyder, Chief 
of the Rural Education Bureau of the Depart- 
ment. 

There will be two general sessions each day. 
The theme of the conferences will be “ Super- 
vision as an Aid to Improved Teaching.” 

The program includes the following ad- 
dresses: “Use of the Teachers’ Conference,” 
by Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education; “Some 
Rural School Problems of 1926-27 and What 
the Superintendent Can Contribute toward 
Their Solution,” by Dr Clyde B. Moore, Cor- 
nell University; “An Analysis of the District 
Superintendent’s Duties and Activities,” by Dr 
Milton G. Nelson, New York State College for 
Teachers; “ The Local Construction and Use 
of Objective Tests,” by Dr Jacob S. Orleans, 
Educational Measurements Bureau, State De- 
partment of Education; “Supervision of 
English in the Rural Schools,” by Edwin B. 
Richards, supervisor of English for the De- 
partment; “A Report of the Arithmetic Sur- 
vey and Suggestions for Teaching Arithmetic 
in the Rural Schools,” by Eugene F. Seymour, 
supervisor of mathematics for the Department; 
“Points about the Equalization Quota,” by 
Alice C. McCormack, Chief, Statistics Bureau 
of the Department. 

There will be a round-table discussion of 
each topic. 

The places and dates follow: 

Albany, State Education Building, January 

24th and 25th 

Potsdam, State Normal School, January 27th 

and 28th 

Syracuse, District Superintendents’ Office, 

Court House, February Ist and 2d 

Buffalo, State Normal School, February 3d 

and 4th 

New York, Hotel McAlpin, February 9th 

and 10th 


The schoolhouse at Vanhornesville was 
destroyed by fire early on the morning of 


December 16th. 
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Doctor Sherman Suggests 
Health Objectives 


Health objectives in teachers training classes 
have been suggested by Dr Florence A. Sher- 
man, Assistant Medical Inspector of Schools. 
The suggestions follow: 

To train the prospective teacher to control 
as far as possible her own health. 

To embody and radiate health as far as 
possible. 

To be an example in personal hygiene. 

To be enthusiastic about health in order that 
she may put over her message to pupils. She 
must sell her program. 

To make students familiar with conditions, 
favorable or otherwise to health, which exist 
in all schools and in this way acquire a sense 
of responsiblity which every teacher should 
have in the best interests of her pupils. 

To train the student to present the subject 
of health in a practical way applicable to the 
daily habits of her pupils. 

To train the student intelligently to bring 
the health standards of her school and com- 
munity up to its highest point. 

To correlate closely the study of students’ 
personal hygiene in the development of a health 
program. 

To urge students to practise daily health 
habits as far as living conditions permit and 
so make the health program more forceful. 


Norwich School Reports 
High Attendance Record 


A report of the attendance record of the 
Rexford Street School in Norwich has been 
submitted to the Bulletin by the principal, Kate 
A. Griffin. 

The school has a registration of 183 pupils. 
There were no cases of absence in the third 
grade, composed of 24 pupils, during the first 
12 weeks of the present school year. The fifth 
grade had no cases of tardiness during the 
same period. The per cent of attendance for 
all the pupils from the first grade through the 
sixth grade was 99.76. In November four of 
the six grades had 100 per cent attendance; 
in September three grades had 100 per cent; 
in October two grades had 100 per cent. 
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Governor Urges Legislation Solving Finance Problem 


Declaring that there can be no question as 
to the ability of the State to finance its educa- 
tional program and that “a sacred duty rests 
upon the State and her people to keep the 
Department of Education at all times at 100 
per cent of efficiency,” Governor Alfred E. 
Smith in his annual message to the Legislature 
on January 5th urged that the recommendations 
of the commission which last year studied in 
detail the question of school finance be given 
full approval and advocated the passage of the 
necessary constructive and remedial legislation. 

The Governor stated that the State may well 
take pride in the continued development of its 
educational program, that it has a_teacher- 
training program second to none and _ that 
increased appropriations have insured more 
adequate salary schedules for teachers and have 
resulted in the establishment in many sections 
of central rural schools “with the larger op- 
portunities which these schools offer for chil- 
dren of less favored communities.” 

He also urged every community to support 
the continuation school program. 

Another recommendation was in regard to 
agricultural schools. On this point he said 
that he has recommended that the Board of 
Regents be empowered either to abolish or 
consolidate such schools where they are not 
serving the useful purpose for which they were 
created. If they are to continue, he said, they 
should be properly supported. 

The part of the Governor's message relating 
to educational matters follows: 

Education plays its part throughout the 
lives of all of our state population. It is 
closely related to many other departmental 
activities and is the very foundation of our 
citizenship. The State may well take pride 
in the continued development of her educa- 
tion program. In city, village and even in 
our rural communities there is evident a real 
consciousness of the place of education in a 
democracy. In previous messages I have 
called the attention of the Legislature and 
of the people of the State to the pressing 
needs of our public schools. These recom- 
mendations have in large part been enacted 
sinto law. We now have a teacher-training 
program second to none. Increased appro- 
priations have insured more adequate salary 
schedules for the teaching service in our 


cities and have resulted also in the taking 
of initial steps in scores of rural sections 
looking toward central rural schools with 
the larger opportunities which these schools 
offer for children in less favored com- 
munities. 

There remains, however, a major problem 
relating to school finance that demands most 
constructive thought, generous consideration, 
and remedial action on the part of our law- 
making bodies. In touching upon this im- 
portant problem in my message last year, I 
called your attention to the commission of 
twenty-nine men and women, representing 
various educational and civic groups, which 
I appointed to study in detail the question 
of school finance and to make recommenda- 
tions by which the State might better meet 
its responsibilities in this matter. After fre- 
quent meetings and most careful study, this 
commission completed its work and presented 
a report on school finance and administra- 
tion, which I transmitted to the Legislature 
under date of April 8, 1926, with the recom- 
mendation that the legislation which the 
report suggests be adopted. As I stated at 
that time, this commission rendered a most 
important service to the State, which was 
fully appreciated by everyone who has given 
any study to the detailed report. Carrying 
out the recommendations of the commission, 
bills were prepared and introduced in the 
Legislature but failed of passage. The pro- 
gram, as proposed, has the full support of 
leading civic and educational organizations 
throughout the State and has received the 
unanimous approval of our Board of Regents 
and Commissioner of Education. There can 
be no question as to the ability of the State 
to finance its educational program. No mat- 
ter what may be the stress of the times, no 
matter what may be the necessity for 
retrenchment, a sacred duty rests upon the 
State and her people to keep the Department 
of Education at all times at 100 per cent of 
efficiency. I trust that these same recom- 
mendations of the commission appointed for 
that purpose may this year be given full 
approval and result in the necessary con- 
structive and remedial legislation. 

The manifest unfairness of compelling 
some children to attend evening classes if 
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they wished to secure additional education 
resulted in the enactment in 1919 of our com- 
pulsory part-time school law establishing 
continuation schools. During the past school 
year 128,000 minors under 17 years of age 
attended these schools and the value of this 
new program is now evident. The advan- 
tage of providing training for citizenship, 
for those who are just taking up the duties 
and responsibilities of life commends itself 
to all right thinking people, and the policy 
should be actively supported by every com- 
munity in the State. 

No one doubts the necessity for education 
in agricultural pursuits. In spite of the acute 
agricultural depression through which the 
country is passing, 2584 students are enrolled 
in our agricultural schools. Prior to reor- 
ganization of the Government, the schools 
were erected without any thought of the 
needs of the locality and unquestionably were 


not properly placed geographically. I have 
recommended to the commission studying 
further reorganization of the Government 


that the Board of Regents be empowered 
either to abolish or consolidate where agri- 
cultural schools are found by them not to 
be serving the useful purpose for which they 
were created. However, if they are to con- 
tinue, they should be properly supported. 
The Governor then renewed his recommenda- 
tion that the State cease its censorship over 
motion picture films, a function transferred to 
the State Department of Education with the 
reorganization of the State Government. 
Commenting on the sesquicentennial celebra- 
tions under the direction of the Board of 
Regents, the Governor continued: 

The Board of Regents was charged with 
the formulation of a program for New 
York State’s official observance of the sesqui- 
centennial of our birth as a free common- 
wealth. The Regents proposed a program 
covering two years, namely 1926 and 1927. 
For the year 1926 the celebration centered 
in and about New York City where the 
major events of 1776 occurred. For the year 
1927 the Regents propose to commemorate 
two momentous events: The formation of 
the first Constitution of 1777, the election of 
the first Governor of the State and the 
organization of the first State Legislature; 
and second, the collapse of the Burgoyne 
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campaign of 1777 by the defeat of the enemy 
at Oriskany and Bennington, the failure of 
Clinton’s expedition up the Hudson, and the 
surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga. 

The Board of Regents are making com- 
prehensive plans for the observance of these 
historical events and will undoubtedly com- 
municate with your Honorable Bodies to 
cooperate with them to the fullest extent. 
Such occasions afford the opportunity for 
the development of the highest type of 
patriotism and serve to put into the minds 
of the growing generation the enormous 
sacrifices made to secure American inde- 
pendence and should serve to keep alive in 
their hearts the sacred duty of preserving 
American institutions. 


Dean James E. Russell’s Son 
Will Succeed Him at Columbia 


After 30 years of service to Teachers Col- 


lege, Columbia University, Dr James E. Rus- 
sell has resigned as dean of the college. His 
resignation becomes effective June 30, 1927, 


after which time he will remain at the college 
His successor will be Dr Wil- 
education 
international 


as professor. 
liam F. Russell, now professor of 
and associate director of the 
institute of Teachers College, and son of the 
present dean. 

The resignation of Dean Russell was accepted 
by the trustees “ with every possible expression 
of regret for his withdrawal from chief admin- 
istrative responsibility, of admiration for his 
long and distinguished service to the college 
and to the cause of education, as well as of 
affection for his person.” They invited him 
to remain as Barnard professor of education 
with the title of dean emeritus. 

Reporting on the appointment of a successor, 
the committee of trustees said of Dean 
Russell’s son: 

In age, in scholarship, in broad human sym- 
pathy, in rich and helpful personality, and by 
reason of an experience quite unusual for a 
man of his years, Professor William F. Russell 
stands out preeminently the man best fitted to 
the administrative post soon to become vacant 
by his father’s retirement. 
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Eleanore Ross Appointed 
Special Class Supervisor 
The position of supervisor of special classes, 
which was made vacant by the resignation of 
Eleanor A. Gray last September has been filled 
by the appointment of Eleanore Ross. 





Eleanore Ross 


Miss Ross received her bachelor’s degree 
from Olivette College, Michigan, and her 
master’s degree from Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University. In her graduate work she 
majored in the field of education of subnormal 
children. She has had experience as a high 
school teacher in the Middle West, as mental 
examiner in the psychological clinic of Detroit 
and as instructor in special education in Ohio 
University. During the past two summers she 
taught special class work in the Oswego State 
Normal School. During these two summers 
she became acquainted with the problems in 
New York State and the special class teachers 
had a chance to know her. This acquaintance- 
ship will be of great value to Miss Ross in 
taking up her duties as supervisor. 


Roosevelt and War Medals 

on Exhibition at State Museum 

The State Museum has recently received and 
placed on exhibition near the main elevators 
a bronze medal of Theodore Roosevelt and two 
medals and a plaquette of the World War. 

The Roosevelt medal was presented to the 
Museum, through Regent Charles B. Alex- 
ander, by the Women’s Roosevelt Memorial 
Association, which conducted the campaign for 
the restoration of the house in which Theodore 
Roosevelt was born at 28 East 20th street, New 
York City. 

The two war medals and the plaquette were 
received through Dr C. R. Richards, a former 
director of Cooper Union, New York City, 
from the Commission for Relief in Belgium, 
which under the chairmanship of Herbert 
Hoover was active throughout the Great War 
period. The two medals commemorate the 
gratitude of Belgium to the United States and 
the plaquette is in commemoration of the 
assistance given to the Belgian war orphans. 


—o——_ 


Surveys Reveal Attainment 
of Pupils in State is High 


The Educational Measurements Bureau of 
the Department reports considerable interest 
in school surveys this year. The Bureau has 
been interested in the following surveys which 
are either completed or under way: Lake 
Placid, Harrisville, Freeport and Port Jervis. 
New York Mills will have a survey next 
month. 

A very interesting cooperation was worked 
out between Principal Leon Q. Brooks of Mon- 
ticello and E. V. Beebe of the New Paltz State 
Normal School whereby Mr Beebe and his 
class in educational measurements conducted a 
thoroughgoing survey of the Monticello schools. 

Although there are occasional exceptions, 
surveys tend to reveal the fact that the median 
attainment grade for grade of schools in New 
York State is up to or above the nationwide 
standard. It is pointed out, however, that one 
of the most serious problems seems to be that 
of the proper classifying of children. Nearly 
all of the above-mentioned surveys found the 
matter of grouping children one of the most 
important topics. 
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Court Upholds Dismissal of Pupils for Religious Instruction 


The Appellate Division, Third Department, 
has unanimously affirmed the order of the 
Supreme Court denying the application of 
Joseph Lewis, president of the Freethinkers 
Society of New York, for a peremptory order 
of mandamus to compel Commissioner of Edu- 
cation Frank P. Graves to give directions to 
the White Plains board of education and school 
officials to discontinue the practice of dis- 
missing certain school children in elementary 
grades to enable them to receive religious 
instruction. The case is of interest throughout 
the State since a number of school systems have 
adopted similar practices. 

The appellant was represented by John C. 
Mahon of New York City, with Arthur Gar- 
field Hays and Newman Levy, New York City, 
as counsel. Ernest E. Cole, counsel of the 
State Department of Education, represented 
the Commissioner. 

The opinion was written by Justice Rowland 
L. Davis. In it he pointed out that only the 
White Plains case is being considered in this 
case. He stated that the plan has apparently 
been satisfactory to the citizens of White 
Plains since no one has voiced objection to 
the Commissioner or to the Court. 

The decision is concerned primarily with the 
legal questions presented: (1) Does the rule 
adopted by the school authorities violate the 
constitutional provisions relative to aid in de- 
nominational schools? (2) Does such policy 
violate the provisions of article 23 of the Edu- 
cation Law providing for compulsory educa- 
tion? Both are answered in the negative. In 
regard to the first he said: 


Here there was no property or public money 
used in aid or maintenance of any denomina- 
tional school. Cards, not provided by the 
school, were distributed and the parents indi- 
cated thereon the place they wished their chil- 
dren to go for instruction. It was entirely 
voluntary with the parent whether the child was 
excused. There was some “check up” after- 
ward to indicate whether the privilege should 
be withdrawn. All that the petitioner can 
claim in regard to public expense is the time 
spent by the teacher during school hours in 
thus issuing and receiving the card, excusing 
the child, and ascertaining, if possible, if the 
parent’s direction has been obeyed. The acts 
of the teacher are the same as when excusing 
a child to attend any religious or secular cere- 
mony at its parent’s request. It is a part of 
ordinary school routine and discipline. The 
Constitution is designed for practical purposes 
and deals with realities, not fictions or condi- 
tions largely imaginary. It is intended to 
operate benignly in the interest of the governed. 


It should receive a broad, not a _ petty 
construction. 

Its commands are not violated by acts so 
trivial and remote. 

In regard to the second question, relating to 
the compulsory education law, the decision 
reads: 

The statute is general in its terms. Its pur- 
pose and intent must be sought in the condi- 
tions surrounding its adoption, the purpose to 
be served and the methods furnished for its 
administration. It was prompted by conditions 
of illiteracy. It was enacted to promote intel- 
ligence amongst future adult citizens. It deals 
with children between 7 and 14 years of age. 
It is to be made effective through instruments 
of its own creation — local and state officers. 

It would be a narrow construction that re- 
quired every child, physically able, aged from 
7 to 14 years, to ‘attend at school every hour 
of every day the school was in session. It 
would impose upon children of tender years 
conditions as drastic and rigorous as those of 
military law and discipline. In some localities 
with insufficient school accommodations, there 
are double sessions for different children each 
day. The construction contended for would 
require all children to attend both sessions. 
There are occasions when it is imperative that 
the parents have their children at home for 
assistance. There are other occasions when 
they require their absence from school because 
of church or civic celebrations, or purely for 
pleasure that the family may be gathered to- 
gether. It is to the credit of school authorities 
that children are readily excused on such 
occasions and no one has deemed it a violation 
of the law. Those who have had very young 
children in school know that it is common 
practice to excuse them after recitation. Larger 
children, lacking only a few subjects for 
graduation, whose recitations we will say occur 
in the forenoon, are then excused and are not 
required to return. At examination time, chil- 
dren are excused except during the hours of 
examination. These facts are as commonly 
known as is the fact that they are not illegal. 

The Legislature has not been unmindful of 
the rights or interests of parents relative to 
the guidance and control of their children. In 
the interest of the State it has enacted that 
children must be educated. With the great 
majority this legislation was unnecessary. It 
was intended to control the action of those 
delinquent and indifferent, not only to the 
interests of the State but of their children. 
There was no legislative policy to interfere 
arbitrarily with the family relation by oppres- 
sive acts. Nor is there conflict in policy be- 
tween the educational authorities and com- 
petent, intelligent parents. Both desire that 
children shall obtain the advantages of educa- 
tion which the State undertakes to furnish. 
It is natural that parents should wish their 
children to have religious instruction at any 
favorable opportunity. It is not thought wise 
that it should be given directly in the school. 
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But when children are assembled, they may 
be sent elsewhere. We are told that in 23 
other states there are in force methods similar 
to those employed here. The Commissioner 
and local authorities have adopted a benevolent 
policy in which the interests of both parents 
and children are considered. They recognize 
that all education is not acquired in the schools; 
that except for subjects legally prescribed, the 
parents may select the studies their children 
shall pursue; that it is the right of parents to 
direct the destiny of their children and —_ 
them along paths of filial duty as well as in 
those of obligation to the state; and that a 
belief in religion is not foreign to our system 
of government. 

With these conditions in mind the Commis- 
sioner and his predecessors under general statu- 
tory authority, have made rules and regulations, 
interpreting and supplementing this compulsory 
education statute. A “bulletin” containing 
some of these rules has been generally circu- 
lated. It gives notice to school officers that 
at the parent’s request a pupil may be excused 
one-half day weekly for music lessons. Like- 
wise, children may be excused “on days set 
apart for religious observance and instruction.” 
The practice is general in the schools at the 
request of parents to excuse children to partici- 
pate in church or religious festivals, and to 
attend confirmation classes and other religious 
instructions. The Commissioner delegates to 
local authorities the matter of excuse for 
absence, saying, “It is a matter of common 
knowledge and experience that no inflexible 
rule or set of rules can be established arbi- 
trarily controlling the entire subject of excus- 
able absences that will work justice in all cases 
and under all conditions.” 

All these policies which naturally impress 
the liberal mind as reasonable and just, could 
not have been adopted if there had been blind 
and stubborn adherence to the strict letter of 
the statute. In its administrative work the 
Department has followed the broad intent of 
the law. It has put in operation familiar prin- 
ciples of justice toward both pupil and parent, 
while accomplishing the purpose of education. 
We recognize that parents have as much right 
to have their children receive religious instruc- 
tion as instruction in music during some 
portion of the school week. We give weight 
to the practical construction of this statute by 
those men of high character, who have been 
chosen to enforce it, and who have acted 
conscientiously and with trained skill in per- 
forming difficult duties. Such interpretation 
generally acquiesced in for a_ considerable 
period of time, is a circumstance of great 
importance in determining what construction 
should now be put upon its terms. Absences 
occurring through being thus excused, do not 
amount to irregular attendance. There is no 
such iron rule for attendance as appellant has 
invoked. 

The State by its educational policy seeks to 
build from its youth useful citizens of intelli- 
gence and character — not merely pedants and 
philosophers. In following this policy it should 
not only consider the wishes but invite the aid 


of parents. When the wish of parents for 
weekday religious instruction for their children 
involves no serious interruption to school 
attendance, the State can have no purpose to 
defeat it. If local school authorities render 
their assistance by methods so innocuous as 
those detailed here, it does not amount to 
illegality. Reasonableness in the method 
adopted is the test of such legality. Neither 
the local school officers nor the Commissioner 
of Education have here violated that rule. 

When genuine infractions of constitutional 
or statutory provisions relative to schools arise, 
the courts are not unready or unwilling to 
condemn them. 

a 


Calendar of World Heroes 
Prints Pupils’ Essays 


The National Council for the Prevention of 
War has published a 1927 World Heroes Calen- 
dar which carries on 12 pages the portraits of 
the 12 heroes chosen in a contest in which high 
school pupils of the world took part. Under 
each portrait is the essay judged the best 
description of that hero. 

The heroes chosen are: Louis Pasteur, 
Abraham Lincoln, Christopher Columbus, 
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
Woodrow Wilson, Florence Nightingale, Joan 
of Arc, Socrates, Johann Gutenberg, David 
Livingstone, George Stephenson. 

Single copies of the calendar may be secured 
from the National Council for the Prevention 
of War, 532 17th street N. W., Washington, 
D. C., for 50 cents. 

a 


Horace Mann School 
To Observe 40th Anniversary 


Horace Mann School’s fortieth anniversary 
will be observed at a luncheon to be held at 
the Hotel Astor on January 22d. Speakers 
at the luncheon will be Dr Nicholas Murray 
Butler, president of Columbia University, Dr 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Mrs William C. 
DeMille, an alumna of Horace Mann School, 
and Dr William Fletcher Russell, dean elect 
of Teachers College. Mrs Harry Emerson 
Fosdick will preside. 

Doctor Butler was the first principal of the 
school, organized in 1887 to supplement the 
work of educating teachers, which later became 
the Horace Mann School. At that time Doctor 
Butler had just been made president of the 
newly organized New York College for the 
Training of Teachers, later to become Teachers 
College. 
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Regents Honor Mr Wadsworth 


A resolution expressing regret at the death 
of the Honorable James W. Wadsworth sr, 
and appreciation for his service on the local 
board of the Geneseo State Normal School 
from the opening of the institution until his 
death, was adopted by the Board of Regents 
of The University of the State of New York 
at the meeting on January Ist. The resolution 
follows : 


Voted, That this board learns with regret 
of the death on December 24th of the Honor- 
able James W. Wadsworth sr, president of the 
local board of the State Normal School at 
Geneseo, and desires to express its appreciation 
of his long and active interest in this institu- 
tion for training teachers. For more than half 
a century the State has been indebted to him 
for a peculiarly faithful service. His interest 
in the institution, both personally and officially, 
has been unflagging and has constituted a 
potent force in the continuing development of 
the State Normal School and the welfare of 
its students. In token of its respect for Mr 
Wadsworth and its appreciation of his fine 
service to the cause of education in the State 
of New York, the Board of Regents directs 
that this vote be entered in the journal and a 
copy sent to the family of Mr Wadsworth and 
to the local board of the State Normal School 
at Geneseo. 





a | 


Wingate Is Director 
of New Division 


James Wingate has been appointed Director 
of the newly created Motion Picture Division 
of the Department. This Division takes over 
the functions of the Motion Picture Commis- 
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sion transferred to the Department with the 
reorganization of the State Government on 
January Ist. 

Mr Wingate was placed in charge of the 
Attendance Division last fall, following the 
resignation of James D. Sullivan. Prior to that 
time he had served in the Elementary Educa- 
tion Division and in the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner. He is a graduate of Union 
College and has taken professional work at 
Columbia University. He came to the Depart- 
ment in 1917 after having taught for five years, 
been a school commissioner for 12 years and 
a district superintendent for nearly six years. 


- o-——_ 


Books for Elementary 
School Libraries 


A new edition of the List of Books for Ele- 
mentary School Libraries has been prepared by 
the school library section of the Library Exten- 
sion Division. Sufficient copies are available 
for the elementary rural schools, and 
superintendents are urged to distribute them to 
all their teachers. The list is 
subject and approximate grades are 
There is a suggested first purchase list, and 
it is hoped that through its use the schools 
will be able to build up adequate grade libra- 
Publishers and prices are given. 


and 


arranged by 
given. 


ries. 


th 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, St Louis, Mo., February 24th- 
26th 

Department of Superintendence of the N.E. A., 
Dallas, Texas, February 27th--March 3d 

National Education Association, Seattle, Wash., 
July 3d-8th 

Regional conferences of district superintend- 
ents: Albany, January 24th and 25th; Pots- 
dam, January 27th and 28th; Syracuse, 
February Ist and 2d; Buffalo, February 3d 
and 4th; New York, February 9th and 10th 


—_——9——— 


By a unanimous vote, taxpayers of the Shrub 
Oak School District in Westchester and Put- 
nam counties approved an appropriation for 
$50,000 for the erection of a new school build- 
ing on December 17th. The proposition for 
the purchase of a site for $6000 was approved 
by a 77 to 4 vote. 


o-0 
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George L. Bennett Elected Head of Academic Principals 


George L. Bennett, principal of the Charles 
E. Gorton High School, Yonkers, was elected 
president of the Associated Academic Prin- 





George L. Bennett 


cipals at the annual meeting of the association 
held December 27th-29th in Syracuse. 

Other officers elected are: vice president, 
Burtis E. Whittaker, superintendent of schools, 
Oyster Bay; secretary, Lyndon H. Strough, 
principal of the Fulton High School; treasurer, 
Walter S. Fraser, principal of the Niagara 
Falls High School. 

Members of the executive committee are: 
M. Smith Thomas, chairman, principal of the 
Hutchinson-Central High School, Buffalo; 
H. Benton Arthur, principal of the Delaware 
Academy and High School; Albert H. Covell, 
principal of the Oneida High School. 

Members of the legislative committee are: 
William A. Andrews, chairman, superintendent 
of schools, Ballston Spa; Fred W. Crumb, 
principal of the Watervliet High School; 
Frank E. DeGelleke, principal of the Sea Cliff 
High School; George R. Raynor, principal of 


the Chautauqua High School; M. J. Multer, 
principal of the Cooperstown High School. 

Members of the publicity committee are: 
Albert H. Covell, chairman, principal of the 
Oneida High School; Charles S. Gibson, prin- 
cipal of the Theodore Roosevelt Junior High 
School, Syracuse; Harrison H. Van Cott, State 
Department of Education; Charles J. Hooker, 
principal of the Goshen High School; Lyndon 
H. Strough, principal of the Fulton High 
School. 

The next meeting will be held in Syracuse 
on December 27th, 28th and 29th. 

Resolutions adopted by the association in- 
clude: indorsing the plan for the extension of 
state aid to schools, favoring the extension of 
the county library system, urging increased 
appropriations for the examining and super- 
vising work of the Department, commending 
the present plan for a new type of academic 
diploma, indorsing the investigation of teacher 
supply and demand planned in this State, 
urging the establishment of village superin- 
tendencies in certain union free school districts 
maintaining an approved high school; changing 
the regulations for the High School Honor 
League of New York State; congratulating the 
retiring officers oi the association. 

The first resolution expressed the apprecia- 
tion of the association for those who helped 
make the meeting a success. The other reso- 
lutions follow: 

Be it Resolved, That we congratulate out- 
going President Raynor and other officers of 
this association for the unusually effective con- 
duct of the year’s activity, and the splendid 
program of the present week. We wish to 
congratulate the members of this association 
for the wonderful spirit of unity, fraternity 
and fellowship that animates this group. We 
wish to thank the members of the State De- 
partment of Education for the continuance of 
that unfailing support and participation —all 
of which factors are combining to make this 
meeting each year more outstandingly the dis- 
tinctive and distinguished educational gathering 
of the Empire State. 

Whereas, a three-year trial has shown the 
necessity for a revision of the rules governing 
membership in the High School Honor League 
of New York State, 

Be it Resolved, That the following provi- 
sions be substituted for paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 
of the present regulations governing such 
membership. 

1 That at the end of the junior year, there 
may be selected by the principal and faculty 
of any high school approved by The University 








122 


“~ 


of the State of New York, from those pupils 
in full class standing whose average rank for 
the three years of work places them in the 
upper fifth or 20 per cent of the class. From 
this as an eligible list the principal and faculty 
shall select a group in number not to exceed 
15 per cent of the total membership of the 
class, whose members shall be distinguished by 
character, service and worthy leadership. From 
this as a_ second eligible list, a group not to 
exceed 10 per cent of the total membership 
of the class shall be chosen by vote of the 
members of the class as worthy of membership 
in the Honor League of the State of New 
York. All voting shall be by secret ballot and 
a two-thirds vote shall be necessary to elect in 
case of each individual member. 

2 That at the middle of senior year, or if 
preferred in individual schools, at its close, the 
same procedure as above shall govern, to the 
end that from each senior class there shall be 
chosen by the two successive elections, a total 
honor league membership which shall not ex- 
ceed 20 per cent of the total membership of 
the class. 

Be it further Resolved, That the Association 
of Academic Principals favors the extension 
of the county library system in order to give 
better library advantages to the sparsely settled 
rural districts of the State; also that the asso- 
ciation again endorses the establishment of a 
more practical postal rate, for public library 
books going to country people, as embodied in 
the Moore Bill H. R. 1013 which is now before 
Congress. 

Be it further Resolved, That we urge upon 
our legislative committee action favorable to 
passage of Cole-Rice bill, pending action before 
present legislative session, which bill provides 
for further and deserved extension of state aid 
to schools. 

Be it Resolved, That we, the members of 
the Associated Academic Principals, go on 
record as favoring an increase in the annual 
appropriation for the Department of Super- 
vision and Examinations in the State Depart- 
ment of Education, to the end that the present 
tendency to limit the number of papers re- 
viewed at Albany be checked, as inimical to 
the integrity and well-being of the educational 
standards of the schools of our State; and 

Be it further Resolved, That we urge upon 
our legislative committee the promotion of such 
legislation as will result in substantial increase 
in salaries to those who hold positions of per- 

manent reviewers of Regents papers with the 
State Department of Education. 

Be it Resolved, That we commend the pres- 
ent plan of the New York State Department 
of Education for a new type of academic 
diploma, as it covers the three-group division 
of subject matter and substitutes the more 
widely used “unit” rather than “count” basis 
of evaluation in assignment of credits. 

Be it Resolved, That the Associated Aca- 
demic Principals heartily endorse the investi- 
gation now being planned by the State Depart- 
ment of Education to study the need for trained 
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teachers in our State, with a view to outlining 
a sound teachers training program. 

And be it finally Resolved, That we approve 
of the action of our committee on legislation 
of the Associated Academic Principals, during 
the last session of the State Legislature, in 
their effort to secure the passage of a Dill 
which provides for the establishment of village 
superintendents in certain union free school 
districts maintaining an approved high school, 
and that we direct the committee on legislation 
to further promote the passage of such a bill 
at the next session of the Legislature. 


——_9-———_ 


President of Principals’ Body 
Is Able School Executive 


George L. Bennett, 
Associated Academic 


elected president of the 
Principals at the recent 


meeting in Syracuse, is a widely known and 
highly respected school executive. 
He was born at Clayton on June 11, 1874. 


Aiter being graduated from the Clayton High 
School he entered Colgate University, from 
which he was graduated in 1900 with Phi Beta 
Kappa honors. He received his master’s degree 
at Columbia University and the master’s diploma 


in education from Teachers College in 1913. 
His school experience includes the following 
principalships: West Winfield High School, 
1900-02; Hamilton High School, 1902-09; 
Hackensack, N. J., High School, 1909-18; 
Yonkers High School, 1918-24; Charles E. 
Gorton High School, Yonkers, since 1924. 


For the past five summers he has been special 
and St Law- 
courses in 


lecturer in education at Syracuse 


universities, giving graduate 
administration, 


and 


rence 
education 
ondary education 
tion; and undergraduate 
methods of teaching in high schools and prin- 


principles of  sec- 


supervision of instruc- 
courses in general 
ciples of education. 

He is active in the civic and education affairs 
of Yonkers and is a member of several educa- 
formerly presi- 
Teachers Association 


tional organizations. He was 
dent of the High School 


of the State of New Jersey. 
— -— — 


The completion of a campaign to add $400,000 
to the endowment fund of Skidmore College 
has been announced. Of this amount $100,000 
is the gift of the General Board, 
$225,000 was raised two years ago, and $76,113 
was raised in the campaign just completed. 


Education 
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Library Association Selects 


A list of 37 important American books of 
1925 has been selected by the American Library 
Association at the request of the American 
National Committee on International Intellec- 
tual Cooperation of the League of Nations. 
The divisions of the list have been fixed arbi- 
trarily and do not include fiction or children’s 
books. The list follows: 

History 
Bowers, C. G. Jefferson and Hamilton. 

Houghton 
Channing, Edward. History of the United 

States. V. VI, The War for Southern 

Independence. Macmillan 

Social Science 
Gompers, Samuel. Seventy Years of Life 
and Labor. Dutton 
Mearns, Hughes. Creative Youth. Double- 
day 
Warren, Charles. Congress, the Constitu- 
tion and the Supreme Court. Little 


Religion 


Browne, Lewis. Stranger than Fiction. 
Macmillan 

Lake, Kirsopp. Religion of Yesterday and 
Tomorrow. Houghton 
Lewisohn, Ludwig. Israel. 


right 


Boni & Live- 


Philosophy 

Dewey, John. Experience and Nature. Open 
Court 

Gesell, A. L. The Mental Growth of the 
Pre-School Child. Macmillan 

Santayana, George. Dialogues in Limbo. 
Scribner 

Belles Lettres and Art 

Brashear, John A. Autobiography of a Man 
Who Loved the Stars. Houghton 

Cushing, Harvey W. The Life of Sir Wil- 
liam Osler. 2v. Oxford 

Jeffers, Robinson. Roan Stallion, Tamar 
and Other Poems. Boni & Liveright 

Johnson, James W. ed. Book of American 
Negro Spirituals. Viking 

Leonard, W. E. Two Lives. Viking 

Lowell, Amy. John Keats. 2v. Houghton 

Pennell, Joseph. The Adventures of an 
Illustrator. Little 

Quick, Herbert. One Man’s Life. Bobbs 

Robinson, E. A. Dionysius in Doubt. Mac- 
millan 


THE SCHOOLS 12 


Important American Books 
Geography and Travel 
Beebe, William. Jungle Days. Putnam 
Smith, Joseph R. North America. Har- 
court 
Philology and Literary History 
Krapp, G. P. The English Language in 
America. 2v. Century 
Rusk, R. L. Literature of the Middle- 
Western Frontier. 2v. Columbia 


Natural Science 

Bliss, G. A. Calculus of Variations. Open 
Court 

Dorsey, G. A. Why We Behave Like 
Human Beings. Harper 

Ellis, Carleton, & Wells, A. A. Chemical 
Action of Ultra-violet Ray. Chemical 
Catalog 

Johnson, D. W. New England-Acadian 
Shore Line. Wiley 

Lotka, A. J. Elements of Physical Biology. 
Williams & Wilkins 

Olivier, C. P. Meteors. Williams & Wilkins 

Payne, C. B. Stellar Atmospheres. Harvard 

Walcott, M. V. North American Wild 
Flowers. V. I. Smithsonian 

Whitehead, A. N. Science and the Modern 
World. Macmillan 

Williston, S. W. Osteology of the Reptiles. 
Harvard 

Applied Science 

Carter, T. F. The Invention of Printing in 
China. Columbia 

Hamilton, Alice. Industrial Poisons in the 
United States. Macmillan 

Pearl, Raymond. The Biology of Popula- 
tion Growth. Knopf 


New York University Gives 
Courses for College Teachers 
Seventy-five teachers are enrolled in the new 
department of college education at New York 
University, preparing themselves to become 
university teachers. This department was 
opened last fall under the direction of Dr J. O. 
Creager, formerly dean of the College of Edu- 
cation at the University of Arizona, and is 
the first time such a course has been given in 
any American university. 
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Commissioner Recommends Increased State Aid for Schools 


The passage of a bill based on the report 
made last year by the Friedsam Commission 
appointed by the Governor to study the prob- 
lem of financing education is recommended by 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
in his annual report prepared for submission 
to the Legislature. 

Other needs pointed out include: 

Additional exhibition space in the Museum 
and increased funds for the publication of 
scientific researches. 

An appropriation to construct offices in the 
space vacated by the transfer of the New York 
State Library School to Columbia University. 

Adequate appropriations to carry out the 
program formulated by the Board of Regents 
for the celebration of the Sesquicentennial. 

“Although no actual legislation has yet 
resulted,” the Commissioner says, “ consider- 
able progress has been made in solving the 
problem of financing education in the larger 
cities of the State and finding the necessary 
sources of revenue to meet expanding needs.” 

He reviews the events of the past year when 
a report was made by the Friedsam Commis- 
sion and a bill based on its findings was intro- 
duced in the Legislature through a_ special 
message from the Governor. Further time for 
a study of its effects seeming necessary to the 
Assembly, it was not reported out of committee 
in that body. “The prospects of its passage 
at the coming session seem bright,” the Com- 
missioner says. 

Summarizing the recommendations of the 
Commission, he states that it advocates addi- 
tional state aid by the extensions of the prin- 
ciples underlying the Cole law of 1925, and 
makes suggestions for uncovering new sources 
of state revenue. 

The Commissioner reviews the important 
events of the past year in the State Education 
Department, referring briefly to several items 
that are covered more in detail in the reports 
of the Divisions of the Department. 

In the Examinations and Inspections Division 
he calls attention to the growing tendency to 
utilize recent development in educational meas- 
urement and to replace formal examinations 
with an extension of state supervision. Several 
investigations are in progress, he notes, and a 
number of experiments with the new type 
examinations have been devised. 


Strengthening of the work in all the institu- 
tions for the training of teachers has been 
accomplished by the Teacher Training and 
Certification Bureau, the Commissioner states. 
“The growth of all the teacher-training insti- 
tutions has been notable,” he says. “ Three 
of them, the normal schools at Buffalo and 
Cortland and the State College for Teachers 
at Albany, have been obliged to refuse entrance 
to some hundreds of students because of want 
of room.” He also notes the establishment 
during the year of four-year optional courses 
leading to the degree of bachelor of science in 
education at the Buffalo State Normal School. 

Commenting on the work of the Law Divi- 
sion, he points out that the Division in its 
work in court litigation has been instrumental 
in preventing selfish and captious groups from 
destroying the jurisdiction of the Education 
Department and thus leaving the schools a prey 
to penurious and designing persons. 


World Education Federation 
Will Hold Meeting in Toronto 


About 5000 persons are expected to attend 
the Toronto meeting of the World Federation 
of Education Associations on August 7th-12th. 
A report will be made on a program of what 
may be done by education to allay national 
jealousies and racial and religious hatreds. 
The federation is sponsored by the National 
Education Association of the United States. 


—_o——_- 


Schenectady Offers Prize 
for Teacher’s Suggestion 


The best suggestion for the improvement of 
the Schenectady school system made by a mem- 
ber of the teaching staff will win a cash award 
of $50 offered by the board of education. The 
award will be made in June at the end of the 
present school year. 


—_——Q-—_——— 


The primary school building in Roslyn was 
destroyed by fire on January 2d. The loss is 
estimated at from $75,000 to $100,000. 
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Local History of New York State 
The Fall of Fort Washington 


The crown of the elaborate system of de- 
fenses by means of which the Americans held 


the northern part of New York Island was 
Fort Washington, a large earthwork with 
bastions. It stood on the line of the present 


183d street, 230 feet above the Hudson, having 
the support of three intrenchments 
and redoubts to southward. To northward 
was a small battery on Laurel hill, and beyond 
this, at 196th street, another. Scattered works 
elsewhere strengthened, or weakened, a position 
which required for its retention more soldiers 
than Washington could spare. The entire force 
distributed at these places approached three 
The 


lines of 


thousand, largely from Pennsylvania. 
command was entrusted to Colonel Robert 
Magaw. 


On November 15, 1776, General Howe des- 
patched to Colonel Magaw a summons to sur- 
render with a threat that the garrison would 
be put to the sword if he was compelled to 


overcome resistance. The American com- 
mander refused the demand with becoming 
spirit. The plan of assault on this stronghold, 


which lay in the rear of Howe’s intended opera- 
New York 
City, contemplated four attacks. While artil- 
lery on the Westchester side of Harlem river 
began Lord Percy with three 
brigades moved against the exterior lines of 
the Americans, where Colonel Lambert Cad- 
walader of Pennsylvania, was in command. A 
body of German auxiliaries under General 
Knyphausen marched by the way of Kings- 
bridge against the western battery at the 
northern end of the island, which was defended 
by Colonel Moses Rawlings’ Maryland rifles. 
A detachment of considerable strength led by 
General Matthews came down the Harlem in 
boats to effect a landing and capture Laurel 
hill. From that quarter also a feint which 
became a real offensive was undertaken by the 
42d regiment (Royal Highlanders). As Lord 
Percy met an obstinate resistance at the lower 
lines, the Highlanders charged up the heights 
above the Morris mansion, making a number 
of prisoners, with loss to themselves, and com- 
pelling Colonel Cadwalader, thus flanked, to 
retire to Fort Washington. 

The severest fighting was in the woods and 
underbrush where Hessians and Waldeckers 
encountered Colonel Rawlings’ riflemen and by 


tions and menaced his control of 


a cannonade, 


the weight of their columns, though with 
notable them fort. At 
Laurel hill, where Colonel William Baxter of 
a sharp action oc- 


loss, drove into the 
Pennsylvania was posted, 
curred, ending in the capture of the position, 
the death of Baxter and the retreat of his men. 





Revolutionary Relics Found Where Colonel 
Rawlings Made His Defens 


The enemy then renewed his demand for 
capitulation, and Fort Washington 
Fort Knyphausen on November 16th. 

In the reduction of this fortress, British and 
German casualties were about 450. Those of 
the patriots were 54 killed and nearly 100 
wounded. But 2607 enlisted men and 211 
officers marched out to a captivity in which 
many were to perish miserably. Ordnance and 
stores sorely needed passed into the enemy's 


became 


hands. 

Washington neither belittled the blow nor 
avoided his responsibility. From 
Westchester county he had written to General 
Greene, who had command on the New Jersey 
shore and over Fort Washington, expressing 


share of 


his feeling that, since the enemy's vessels had 
succeeded in coming up the Hudson past the 
obstructions placed in the river, it was not 
advisable to hold the post longer, but leaving 
to Greene’s discretion the decision as to evacu- 


ation. Shortly afterwards he reached Greene’s 
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headquarters and three days: later the British 
stormed the works. Conferring with Greene 
and Putnam, who were returning from an 
inspection of the fort and garrison, on the night 
of the 15th, he was informed that the situation 
warranted a stout defense. He yielded his 
judgment to their conviction and their more 
intimate knowledge of the situation. Malice 
and ambition then found an attractive oppor- 
tunity. From that time date the intrigues 
against Washington which darken more than 
one page of the war for independence. 


—_Q-——_ 


Cole Warns Teachers Against 
Changing Retirement System 


Attempts to undermine the New York State 
Teachers Retirement System should be resisted 
by the teachers, Ernest E. Cole, Counsel of the 
State Education Department, told the conven- 
tion of delegates of the system in Utica on 
November 22d. 

Stating that the system is founded on correct 
financial principles and must be run strictly as 
a business, he urged that teachers not allow 
their sympathies to influence their judgment 
in relation to provisions of the system. He 
mentioned three attempts to change the system 
that should be particularly combated. 

The first is to increase the minimum yearly 
allowance. From a financial standpoint, he 
said, this can not be done. If teachers wish 
to increase the amount for any person, they 
should do it by taking up a collection or by 
some other means, but not by taking it out 
of moneys of the retirement system which 
belong to others equally worthy. 

The second warning was against attempts to 
lower the period of service from 35 to 30 years. 
This can not be done, he pointed out, without 
wrecking the system. 

The third attempted change mentioned by 
Mr Cole is to extend the time limit to enter 
the system. The time limit has been extended 
as far as it can with safety and it should not 
be extended further. 

The system is unique, he declared, in that it 
belongs to the teachers of the State. “I 
implore you in the future,” he urged, “to see 
to it that no attempt to undermine this state 
retirement system comes from the ranks of 
the school teachers. If it comes at all let it 


come from some other source, and you be 


united and prepared to meet and overcome it.” 


THE 
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STATE OF 


Doctor Flick Explains System 
of Preserving Local Records 
What is being done for the preservation of 
local records in New York State was explained 
in a paper read by Dr Alexander C. Flick, 
Director of the Archives and History Division 
of the Department, at the annual meeting of 
section of the American 
December 30th in 


records 
Association on 


the public 
Historical 
Rochester. 


—o——_ 


Henry G. Statham Named 
Head of Public Records Section 


Henry G. Statham has been appointed head 
of the public records section of the Archives 
and History Division of the Department. Mr 
Statham is a graduate of Syracus: University 
in the class of 1925. 

The public records section has charge of 
examining into the condition of records and 
documents filed or recorded in the public 
offices of counties, cities, towns and villages. 
It takes measures for the proper care and 
preservation of such records. 


—o——- 


National Music Week 

Is First Week in May 
Week will be observed 
during the period beginning May Ist and 
ending May 7th. It has for its purpose the 
awakening of communities to the importance 
of music as a factor in their lives. By a 
variety and multiplicity of programs its spon- 
sors hope to reach all persons with the message 
of music in some form and to demonstrate to 
every individual that at least some type of 
music appeals to and helps him. 

Suggestions for programs and a folder en- 
titled “Special Activities for Schools in 
National Music Week,” may be obtained with- 
out charge from the National Music Week 
Committee, 45 West 45th street, New York 
City 


National Music 


—oj——- 


Two sites for new schools are to be pur- 
chased in Scarsdale as a result of a favorable 
vote on December 20th. One plot is to be 
purchased at a cost of $52,500 and the other 
at a cost of $32,000. Elementary schools will 
be built on these sites. 
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New Books on Educational Subjects 


oe © Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State Scott, J. F. The menace of nationalism in 


Library education. N.Y. Macmillan. 1926. $1.60 

Briggs, T. H. Curriculum problems. N.Y. “Free education has long been acclaimed as one 
‘ 0? ae of the world’s greatest blessings and such it surely 
Macmillan. 1926. $1 is. Yet for all that . . . it operates as one of the 


most persistent menaces to the peace of the world. 
The evidence from which Doctor Scott draws this 
conclusion is ample enough to justify a more ex 
treme statement. Several months were devoted by 
the author to travel and research in France, Ger- 
many and England in preparation of this study 


sented, although the author disclaims any intention which included an examination of the objectives of 
education as set forth by the national administrators 


) ve suggesting solutions a ) 5 
, RW, usse . ” to the many protiems of the public schools, the character of the text- 
books in use and the tendencies toward a more 
What? The rational social education, The investigation reveals 
. the dominance of a narrow — of nationalism in 


Three brief chapters discuss the curriculum from 
three angles: (1) the need for curriculum research, 
2) the place of the emotional element in the formal 
curriculum, and (3) the necessity of considering 
mores or folkways in the making of the curriculum, 
A great wealth of ideas and suggestions is pre- 


Corning, H. M. Aiter testing, 


practical use of test results in one school the history and geography textbooks of Great Britain, 
, > = a 3 0? France and Germany. “ Boastfulness runs through 
system. N.Y. Scott Foresman. 1926. the education of all three countries.” Vituperation 
$1.60 of former enemies is the fashion in France and 
. glorification of the national past is most pronounced 
Many a school system has given tests and done in Germany. The English conditions are not ideal 
nothing with the results. This book takes up the but they are much better than the other two coun 
matter where many perfunctory testers have quit. tries. One can not read this volume without wish 
It describes a project conceived intelligently and ing that the author had extended his inquiry to the 
carried out effectively. “‘ There are, doubtless,” he United States, to say nothing of Japan, Italy and 
says, “‘mistakes and imperfections in our scheme the Slavic states. Would the status of ni ationalistic 
but our new courses do recognize differences in education in the United States rank it with France 
capacity among individuals. No course of study or England? It is to be hoped that every teacher 
which doesn’t do that can function fairly for the of history, every writer of textbooks and every 
pupils. Our children have now been classed in school official will read this book and understand 
ability groups for four years. The storm of oppo- its implications. 
tion which was anticipated never came. The teach- Washburne, . = Stearns, M. M. New 
ers like Two hundred and thirty-six advantages : Pi 
are listed “by them, If only a fourth of them are schools in the old world. N.Y. John 
valid, we have done well, for the increased number a ~ sy or 
of children who are working in accordance with Day Co. 1926. $1.85 
their abilities is ample justification for the reform.” “How can the public school best be adapted to 
r-® your children’s Rn This question constantly 
Kilpatrick, W.H. Education for a changing confronts parents and teachers who are concerned 
= . — , 0? - with the adjustment of educational methods to the 
civilization. N.Y. Macmillan. 1926. $1 individual. You are interested in what American 
A new vivid and illuminating book on the author’s schools are doing to forward progressive education 
theory of education. It comprises three lectures in this country, Many of the specific methods 
delivered on the Amos Kellogg Foundation at Rut- originated here but they have been put into prac- 
gers College in 1926. Points out the great changes tice more extensively abroad. This book is ad- 
in society and the necessity for equally great dressed not merely to teachers but also to parents 


and all others who are concerned with adapting the 
modern public school to meet the pupil’s individual 
need, 


changes in education to meet the problems of today. 


Reavis, W. C. Pupil adjustment in junior 
and senior high schools. N.Y. Heath. 


1926. $2 Rockville Center Votes 
A number of books have been written having to $400,000 for Two Schools 


do with the high school as a whole. Some of these 
have included chiefly problems of general adminis- The propositions to increase the school facili- 
tration; others, methods of high school teaching; . : : a oes S 

others, curricular problems. Recently the problem ties of Rockville Center by the building of two 
of counseling and guidance has come into large 
prominence and the school now accepts its due share 
of responsibility with frankness. This book pre- majorities at a special election on January 11th. 
sents a treatise of 15 chapters whose chief concern st te ; ‘ : 
is centered around this most important problem of The propositions call for the expenditure of 
school guidance of pupils. It is a clean-cut state- >>, . “as . - 

4 . Ss ; ; > SC 
ment based upon facts, unblesedly written, and $200,000 for an addition to the Morris School 
applicable to both large and small high schools. In and of a like amount for the erection of a 
most instances, the discussions are presented in : 
untechnical language so as to be oi interest to the new school on the DeMott avenue site. 
general reader as well as to the reader trained to 
pursue the scientific treatises on education. 


Roemer, Joseph & Allen, C. F. Extra-cur- East Rochester Will Add 
ricular activities. N.Y. Heath. $2 12 Rooms to Junior High School 


A practical handbook for administrators, teachers " > ~ , . = 
and students preparing to teach It shows how By a vote of 112 to 54, residents of East 


to formulate and carry out a definite activities pro- tity ah a = m ; aoe 
ae) gram and how to supervise it so that students may Rochester at a special meeting on January 7th 
learn to do by doing. A ar! on — activity approved a proposal to add 12 rooms to the 
gives a compact discussion of theory and an ex- > . . . . 
tended outline for study and application according East Rochester Junior High School at an esti- 


to the peculiar needs of a school. For each chapter dn . ¢ 
there is a descriptive bibliography. mated cost of $100,000. 
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new schools were carried by overwhelming 
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